
Table I-1: 2000 Plastics in the Municipal Solid Waste Stream by Resin (Gg) 

Waste Pathway PET HDPE PVC 
LDPE/ 

LLDPE PP PS Other Total 
Generation 2,259 4,382 1,261 5,207 3,039 2,068 4,200 22,417 
Recovery 390 381 0 136 9 0 299 1,216 
Discard 1,869 4,001 1,261 5,071 3,030 2,068 3,901 21,201 
  Landfill 1,420 3,041 958 3,854 2,303 1,572 2,965 16,113 
  Combustion 449 960 303 1,217 727 496 936 5,088 
Recovery* 17% 9% 0% 3% 0% 0% 7% 5% 
Discard* 83% 91% 100% 97% 100% 100% 93% 95% 
  Landfill* 63% 69% 76% 74% 76% 76% 71% 72% 
  Combustion*  20% 22% 24% 23% 24% 24% 22% 23% 
*As a percent of waste generation. 
Note: Totals may not sum due to independent rounding.  Abbreviations: PET (polyethylene terephthalate), HDPE (high density polyethylene), PVC 
(polyvinyl chloride), LDPE/LLDPE (linear low density polyethylene), PP (polypropylene), PS (polystyrene). 


